
Basic Home safety cHecklist

Before you move in, check the following:

the walls are in good condition, with no peeling 
and cracking paint (in older homes, check for 
lead in wall paint).

No frayed or loose wires.

No cords running under rugs, across doorways.

Working electrical system (a certified electrican 
should check it).

outside vents should be properly sealed and 
clear of obstruction to prevent carbon monoxide 
buildup in the house.

smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors 
installed and working on every floor.
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there are emergency exits.

the stairs have sturdy steps and solid handrails.

there are light switches at the top and bottom of 
the stairs.

your house number is clearly visible from the 
street and well lit at night

there is/are outdoor light/s.

Door and window locks are working.

floorboards are sturdy, smooth and even.

No pipe leaks.
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Maintenance and child-proofing:

test alarms monthly. 

Replace batteries of smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors annually.

Have fire extinguishers handy (strategically place 
them near the kitchen and one on every floor).

consider installing a sprinkler system. 

inspect water heaters annually.

Don’t overload any one outlet. 

Store flammable liquids away from any flame 
source. 

Have a rechargeable flashlight by your bed for 
emergencies.

install sturdy deadbolts on every door, including 
the garage.

install home security and advertise it prominently 
outside your house.

Install motion-sensing floodlights in the back-
yard.

install non-skid mats in your bathroom/bathtub.
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Have an emergency plan in place.

arrange a meeting place outside the house in 
case of fire.

Place emergency numbers where everyone can 
easily see them (fridge door or near the phone).

Put safety covers on sockets when they are not 
in use.
 
Use safety latches and locks for cabinets where 
medicines or poisonous/hazardous materials are 
kept.

install window guards on every window but make 
sure one window in every room can be used as 
a fire exit.

stow away sharp knives and scissors.

install padding on furniture with sharp edges.

install safety gates at the top and bottom of the 
stairs.

store matches, lighters and candles out of chil-
dren’s reach.

install grab bars and bath seats in the bathroom.
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