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Advanced Writing Workshop -Paragraph Structure

Lesson One: The Writing Process
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Today’s Class

welcome quiz

setting goals for this workshop

speaking English versus writing English

review the writing process

begin writing task one
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B) If you want to change the world 

pick up your pen and write.

C) Description begins in the writer’s 

imagination, but should finish in 

the reader’s. 

A) A book is a dream you 

hold in your hand.

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/08/829298135/stephen-king-is-sorry-you-feel-like-

youre-stuck-in-a-stephen-king-novel
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youre-stuck-in-a-stephen-king-novel

B) If you want to change the world 

pick up your pen and write.

-Martin Luther King Jr.

C) Description begins in the writer’s 

imagination, but should finish in 

the reader’s. 

- Stephen King

A) A book is a dream you 

hold in your hand.

-Neil Gaiman
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1) Why are you studying writing?

What are your three goals for this writing 

workshop?  Be specific.

2) Why is it important to studying writing, 

and not only speaking?
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Which text is spoken? How do you know?

A

Bonnie: What are you working on?...A 
new shelf?

Erika: No,…I’m trying to decide 
whether to tear down this wall.

Bonnie: Oh…seems risky.

Erika: Yeah…I’m not sure…not sure at 
all.

Bonnie: Good to take your time, then.
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B

Bonnie: What are you working on? Are 
you going to build a new shelf?

Erika: No, I’m not going to build a shelf 
rather I’m trying to decide whether or 
not to tear down this wall.

Bonnie: Oh! That plan seems risky.

Erika: Yeah, I’m not sure. I’m not sure at 
all.

Bonnie: Good idea to take your time, 
then.



Which text is spoken? How do you know?

A

Bonnie: What are you working on?...A 

new shelf?

Erika: No,…I’m trying to decide 
whether to tear down this wall.

Bonnie: Oh…seems risky.

Erika: Yeah…I’m not sure…not sure at 
all.

Bonnie: Good to take your time, then.
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B

Bonnie: What are you working on? Are 

you going to build a new shelf?

Erika: No, I’m not going to build a shelf 
rather I’m trying to decide whether or 
not to tear down this wall.

Bonnie: Oh! That plan seems risky.

Erika: Yeah, I’m not sure. I’m not sure at 
all.

Bonnie: Good idea to take your time, 
then.
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Do different cultures organize paragraphs in the same way?

No, for example some styles of Mandarin paragraphs, such as those 

between friends, are structured differently than English paragraphs. The 

differences can be illustrated like this:
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Do different cultures organize paragraphs in the same way?

No, for example some styles of Mandarin paragraphs, such as those 

between friends, are structured differently than English paragraphs. The 

differences can be illustrated like this:

Mandarin
Introduce different 
ideas slowly and 
introduce at the 
main idea at the 
end.

English
Introduce the main 
idea, give 
examples, and 
return to the main 
idea.
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Mandarin style
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English style



summary
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We study writing because we use language differently than when we 

speak.

We study paragraph structure because the rules are different between 

cultures.
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Writing task this week:

Describe your opinion of 
houseplants.

There are five steps that take 
you from reading the writing 
task prompt to sending me an 
amazing piece of writing!

19https://growingroots.com/before-and-after/
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If you don’t have a houseplant right now, consider adding one to your house. 

Houseplants enrich your home although they require effort to keep alive. A plant 

adds life to a room, and every time you enter you’ll find yourself checking the if the 

plant has changed and admiring it’s shape. Different plants create different moods, 

exotic or familiar, but all of them, from strangely shaped rainforest flowers or regular 

spider plants, enhance the décor in a room. The downside is that a healthy plant 

requires continual monitoring. You need to keep an eye on their water levels, and 

ensure that they’re getting enough sun especially when winter begins. Even inside, 

pests can invade and damage your plants so you need to remain vigilant! The effort 

you spend is worth it though for the life a plant infuses into your home!
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Houseplants enrich your home although they require effort to keep alive.

A. needs continual care  (stop pests, sufficient sunlight and water)

B. adds life to a room because they are fascinating to watch grow 

C. adds to the décor and mood of a room because of the shape of the plant 

and the pot 

https://growingroots.com/before-and-after/
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1

• write down all your ideas

• write your topic sentence

2

• review and edit your outline – balance your ideas

• review and edit your topic sentence

3

• write the first draft (don’t worry about perfection)

• take a break (15 minutes to a few hours)

4

•check your paragraph is balanced

•do any general editing

5

•read the second draft out loud (worry about perfection)

•send your paragraph to your teacher



Let’s look at an example of 
moving through the five steps!
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Send your teacher your homework on Skype by Monday at 11:59 pm

Send your teacher your work for steps 1 to 2 but DON’T write your first draft. I 

want to see you brainstorm, and organize your ideas. I want to see a topic 

sentence that is supported by a balance of details for each part. 
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Definitions and sentences adapted from the online Longman, and Merriam-

Webster dictionaries.

Paragraph descriptions and examples (slide 10 to 13) taken from Paragraph 

Power: Communicating Ideas Through Paragraphs by George M. Rooks.

https://pixabay.com/photos/dictionary-focus-book-word-text-1149723/  shared under CC0

https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Questions?
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Thank you!
Nastashya Wall

Skype: live:nwall_28

nwall@myenglishonline.ca

livelearn.ca


