Advanced Writing Workshop
Paragraph Structure
Lesson One

Writing prompt: Describe your opinion of houseplants.


Steps 1 and 2) First, I write down all my thoughts about houseplants in simple sentences.
A. needs care
B. adds life to a room
C. gives me energy when I see it
D. fascinating to watch it grow
E. leaves feel nice
F. different shapes
G. looks good even in a simple pot
H. can really add to décor is a stylish pot



After writing down all my different ideas I have a clearer idea of the ideas I want to discuss so can I write my topic sentence.
Houseplants enrich your home although they require effort to keep alive.

Review my outline and see how I can simplify it because I need only three or four details for a paragraph. Is the same thought repeated? Can two thoughts be combined? What ideas are weaker, or less connected, and can be removed? I went from eight to four separate details and I added more information to the details I kept.
A. needs to be cared for every few days (stop pests, sufficient sunlight and water)
B. adds life to a room and energizes me when I see it
C. fascinating to watch it grow, to feel the texture of the leaves
D. adds to the décor in a room even in a simple pot and the different shapes
create different moods

Now I review my topic sentence and decide if the ideas in my outline connect to it.
Houseplants enrich your home although they require effort to keep alive.
A. needs care (stop pests, sufficient sunlight and water)
B. adds life to a room and energizes me when I see it
C. fascinating to watch it grow, to feel the texture of the leaves
D. adds to the décor in a room even in a simple pot and the different shapes
create different moods
I can see I have a lot more support for the first part of my topic sentence than the second part. I want to create balance in my paragraph; if I have a strong preference for one idea, I can show that in the vocabulary I chose – not the amount of the paragraph it takes up.

So I edit my outline removing a detail about the first part of my sentence (C) to make it more balanced. 
Houseplants enrich your home although they require effort to keep alive.
A. needs continual care  (stop pests, sufficient sunlight and water)
B. adds life to a room because they are fascinating to watch grow 
C. adds to the décor and mood of a room because of the shape of the plant and the pot 

3) Now I’m ready to write the first draft of my paragraph! I’m not worried about using perfect grammar – I just want to get all my ideas down on paper!

I have a handful of houseplants in my home, and they’re a few different species. Houseplants enrich your home although they require effort to keep alive. A plant adds life to a room, and every time you come into the room you’ll find yourself checking if the plant has changed and admiring it’s shape. Different plants create different moods; each of them all of them enhancing the décor in a room. The downside is that a healthy plant requires continual monitoring. You need to keep an eye on their water levels, and ensure that they’re getting enough sun especially when winter begins. Even inside, pests can invade and damage your plants so you need to remain vigilant! The effort you spend is worth it though for the life a plant infuses into your home!



After I write the first draft comes a very important step – time to take a break! It can be fifteen minutes or a day, but stop thinking about what you’ve written! 


4) When you come back, you will have fresh eyes, and then you check if your paragraph is balanced. Now you make any edits and I made a few keys changes. I thought of a catchier opening sentence! I simplified a sentence! I added some details to make my writing come to life!

If you don’t have a houseplant right now, consider adding one to your house. Houseplants enrich your home although they require effort to keep alive. A plant adds life to a room, and every time you enter you’ll find yourself checking the if the plant has changed and admiring it’s shape. Different plants create different moods, exotic or familiar, but all of them, from strangely shaped rainforest flowers or regular spider plants, enhance the décor in a room. The downside is that a healthy plant requires continual monitoring. You need to keep an eye on their water levels, and ensure that they’re getting enough sun especially when winter begins. Even inside, pests can invade and damage your plants so you need to remain vigilant! The effort you spend is worth it though for the life a plant infuses into your home!


[bookmark: _GoBack]5) Now, read the second draft out loud – this really helps to make sure it sounds good. Make any final edits to your writing.

Finally, send your paragraph to your teacher for feedback! Nice job completing the writing process!
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