Advanced Writing Workshop
Paragraph Structure
Lesson One

Writing prompt: Describe your opinion of houseplants.


Steps 1 and 2) First, write down all your thoughts about houseplants in simple sentences.


write your thoughts here




Second, write your topic sentence. Write a sentence with two clauses (ideas).

write your topic sentence here


Review your thoughts, and see how you can simplify them because you need only three or four details for a paragraph. Is the same thought repeated? Can two thoughts be combined? What ideas are weaker, or less connected, and can be removed?

write your updated list of thoughts here



Now you review your topic sentence, and decide if the thoughts connect to it. Is this information balanced?
highlight your thoughts based on the ideas in your topic sentence






Edit your outline by removing details to make it more balanced. 

write your updated outline here



[bookmark: _GoBack]


step 3) Now you’re ready to write the first draft of your paragraph! Don’t be worried about using perfect grammar – you just want to get all your ideas down on paper!

write your paragraph here



After you write the first draft comes a very important step – time to take a break! It can be fifteen minutes or a day, but stop thinking about what you’ve written! 
chill out

step 4) When you come back, you will have fresh eyes, and then you check if your paragraph is balanced. Now you make any edits you want.
write your updated paragraph here






step 5) Now, read the second draft out loud – this really helps to make sure it sounds good. Make any final edits to your writing.

if you make changes, write your updated paragraph here

Finally, send your paragraph to your teacher for feedback! Nice job completing the writing process!
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